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STATUTES (REPEALS AND MINOR AMENDMENTS) BILL 2001 
Order Discharged and Bill Referred to the Standing Committee on Legislation 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [4.47 pm]:  I move - 

That Order of the Day No 52 be discharged and the Bill be referred to the Standing Committee on 
Legislation.   

This Bill has already been to the Standing Committee on Legislation because it is one of the omnibus Bills that 
deal with a number of uncontentious pieces of legislation.  The committee reported in March 2002 - a year ago - 
and the Bill has sat on the Notice Paper since that time.  Interestingly, while it was sitting on the Notice Paper, 
we received supplementary notice paper No 31 which contained seven pages of amendments.  That is not the 
way to do business.  I will say the same thing about the Environmental Protection Authority Bill when we reach 
that.  An omnibus Bill is usually non-contentious legislation and deals with a lot of legislation that is considered 
to be of no great consequence.  There is usually no argument about it and the committee states that it is okay, 
although in this case there is a minor exception because the Government seeks to propose pages of amendments.  
That is crazy.  I do not know who thought of that.  Rather than the House trying to work out what all the 
amendments mean, the Bill should go back to the committee because the committee knows what the Bill is 
about, whether the amendments will make any material difference and whether they will be supported.  I have 
moved that the Bill be referred to the Standing Committee on Legislation for further consideration and be 
brought back to the House once that consideration has been undertaken.   

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries) [4.49pm]:  I support the 
comments made by the Leader of the Opposition.  It is important for all of us to protect the integrity of the 
process that surrounds Bills of this nature.  It is important that they be clearly composed of changes that are non-
contentious.  If we do not support the integrity of the process, the omnibus Bill process will fall over.  It breaks 
the confidence of the House when an attempt is made to introduce a contentious matter into an omnibus Bill.  
Similarly, I support the Leader of the Opposition’s statement that when a Bill of this nature has been to a 
committee and a report has come back with further amendments, those amendments must go back to the 
committee.  The only suggestion I have in support of the re-referral of the Bill is that we ought to agree on a 
suitable reporting time.  Therefore, I move -  

That the committee report to the House by 2 June 2003.   

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [4.50 pm]:  The Greens (WA) will support the referral of the Bill to a 
committee for similar reasons.  Given the complexity and the number of different Bills to be dealt with, it is wise 
for the committee to consider the implications of the new amendments.   

Amendment put and passed. 

Question (motion, as amended) put and passed. 
 


